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Challenges for a church under fire 1

Gays have been
vital to priesthood

By PATRICK GILES
Special 1o the Los Angeles Times

AM BOTH a Catholic and a victim of
sexual abuse. So each day's news of law-
suits, cover-ups and sexual accusations
against priests is like a slap. How could

this have happened in my church? And once it
did. how could s0 many of our leaders respond
to reports of abuse by trying to bury them?
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are correct when they point to homosexuality
as the unspoken issue of this miserable affair
hut wrong in their conclusion that homosexual-
ity itself is the problem.

Aside from their disgraceful persistence in
cquating gayness with pedophilia (a number of
the molestation cases involve priests attacking
girls), these Cathelics avoid the truth our relhi-
gion has denied for centuries: Without gays,
there is no priesthood.

From the beginning, the church has attract-
ed its ﬁricsm as much throu%h bigotry as
through faith. For over a mil ennium, gay
Catholics had #lmost no choice but to become
priests. Out in the world, their sexuality placed
them at an unbearable risk of imprisonment,
torture and death — not to mention pariah sta-
tus within their own families. But within the
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this responsibility has carried with ita ienvy

burden of denial and silence that has contribut-
ed to today's unprecedented crisis.

Mine was the first generation of gay Catho-
lics given a new choice for living our lives. Pri-
or to our time, the rcii(finus gay son in a Catho-
lic family had limited options upon reaching
adulthood. He could hide his true identity by
marrying a weman, as many did (and still do);
he could stay Fome and care for his parents for
the rest of thair lives; or he could answer a
religious calling, and either deny the gay part
of himself or 2xercise it within the disguising
embrace of the church.

(When 1 became an adult and moved out to
attend college, my godmother was surprised. “I
always thought you were the one who'd be go-
ing into the priesthood,” she blurted out one
day. It took me some time to realize her as-
sumption was not based on any show of reli-
gious fervor on my part.)

[ didn't go into the priesthond because the
world has changed even if the church hasn’t.
We don't all need to hide behind cassocks an{-
more. Gay Catholic laity are eager to be ful
accepted, to marry and raise families in the
church. Today's gay priests are increasingsr
open about tkemselves and are frequently tol-
crated, even supported, by their parishioners
(if not their superiors).

Father Mycnal Judge, for example, the New
York City Fir: Department chaplain who per-
ished along with so many of his men on Sept.
11, walked a f ne line of heinﬁ “neither out nor
closeted,” as one of his friends told the nation-
al gay magaz ne The Advocate. But his sexual-
ity was neve- acknowledged publicly by the
church. Is it any wonder, given its history of
secing gay priests as a great scandal, that the
church’s response to this true disgrace was to
cover up the incidents and leave the pain of
their victims unaddressed?

A new generation of religious historians is
uncovering evidence that Catholicism in its
early years was not so hysterically obsessed
with eradicating homosexuality and did not al-
ways brand gzays with the mark of the devil.
The studies of John Boswell (author of Chris-
tianity, Socicl Tolerance and Homosexuality)
and others suggest gay people not only existed
in the early church, some of them fiourished,
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